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Tribute to Professor Gaetano Aiello

Professor Gaetano Aiello: Scholar, Leader, and GAMMA Fellow

Professor Gaetano Aiello was a Full Professor of Marketing at the
University of Florence. He earned his degree in Management in
1986 and dedicated his distinguished academic career to advancing
scholarship in marketing, retailing, and business management. He
served as a member of the Academic Board of the Ph.D. Program
in Business Administration and Management jointly offered by the
Universities of Siena, Pisa, and Florence. Throughout his career,
Professor Aiello held numerous leadership positions, including
Director of the Department of Economics and Management and
member of the Academic Senate of the University of Florence.
He also served as President of the Italian Academy of Business
Administration (AIDEA) and was an active member of both the Italian
Society of Management (SIMA) and the Italian Marketing Association
(SIm).

Professor Aiello’s research made significant contributions to the fields of luxury brand strategy, digital transformation and retail
technology, data privacy in retailing, and sustainable business operations. His scholarly work appeared in leading international
journals, including the Journal of Business Research, Journal of Retailing and the Journal of Brand Management. His research
interests encompassed international retailing, brand management, luxury marketing, consumer behavior, marketing for SMEs
and health and wellness marketing. He presented his work at numerous national and international academic conferences,
including GMC, GFMC, SIM, EMAC, KSMS, and AMS.

A devoted member of GAMMA and KSMS since 2010, Professor Aiello played a pivotal role in advancing the missions of
both organizations. Among his many contributions, he successfully hosted the 2015 Global Fashion Management Conference
(GFMC) in Florence and fostered enduring collaborative initiatives among the University of Florence, SIM and GAMMA. His
commitment, leadership, and collegial spirit greatly enriched the global marketing academic community.

The GAMMA family was deeply saddened by Professor Aiello’s passing on February 20, 2026. He will be remembered not
only for his outstanding scholarly achievements but also for his warmth, generosity, and unwavering dedication to academic
excellence. His legacy will continue to inspire future generations of scholars around the world.

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions to the advancement of global marketing scholarship, GAMMA hereby
designates Professor Gaetano Aiello as a GAMMA Fellow and establishes the Gaetano Aiello Best Conference Paper Award.
This honor is intended to commemorate his lasting impact on the global marketing academic community and to celebrate the
values of excellence, collaboration, and innovation that he exemplified throughout his career.



