weizenbaum
INStitut

s — — N N U U N N N W W A O W W A W W W N N NN
e — I N N N N N N N N U N A N N A N W N N N N NN
e — — pa T N N N N N N N N N N O N N N N N N N U N NN
e NN N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NN
e — N N N N N T W N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NN
e — — N N NN N VU N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NN
s — — — N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NN
s — — — N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N
- - — — — N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N
e — S N N N N U N N N N N N N N U
—_ _ _— _— — ——— — —— T T T T T T T Tl T T T T T T T T T T Tl Tl Tl Tl Tl Tl T T

— e — e — e — e — e ————— . . . . . . . T . . . . . T T T T

The good, the bad, and the predatory journals

Maximilian Heimstadt

Workshop on Predatory Publishing | December 2, 2022 | University of Florence



weizenbaum
INStitut

What Is a predatory journal?
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There are two types of journals: good and predatory
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This dichotomy Is too simple.
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This dichotomy Is part of the problem itself.
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Good Journals

\ Peer review process organized based on
sclentific rationality

\ Can be run by for-profit publisher or by
non-profit organization

\ Journals on international journal rankings
are good journals

\ Not all good journals are part of such
rankings (e.g., national journals)
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Predatory Journals

\ “They accept articles for publication |...]
without performing promised checks for
Issues such as plagiarism, scientific
qguality or ethical approval”

\ “The lack of adequate editorial practices
and scientific review of accepted
manuscripts leads to the publication of

poor-quality research [...]”

(Source: Announcement for this workshop)
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Predatory journals lack proper peer review and as a
result publish low-quality research.
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Types of Jjournals with below-average quality
Journal type Characteristics Orientation
Aspirant Journal Sometimes APCs, below-average peer review Primarily science-driven
Junk Journal APCs, formal but superficial peer review Primarily profit-driven

Fake Journal APCs, no peer review Purely profit-driven

Source: Dobusch, L. and Heimstadt, M. (2019). Predatory publishing in management research: A call for open peer review. Management Learning 50(5): 607-619. W9
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Example of an aspirant journal: JUMS
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About JUMS
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Example of a fake journal: 1IJBMC

20% 57

International Journal of Business Management and Commerce

ISSN 2519-9056 (Online), I55H 2519-9048 (Print)

ABOUT IJBMC AIMS AND SCOPE CCR JOURMALS EDITORIAL BOARD INTERMATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

CALL For .: Submit Paper T { =&

Papars e

About WBMC

International Journal of Business Management and Commerce (LWBMC) is an international peer-reviewed journal which accepts research
articles, review papers, case studies, etc. In all fields of Business Management and Commerce. The core objective of JBMC is to
publish new knowledge and theories for the benefit of society from academics, researchers, professionals to industry practitioners. It
also provides a venue for PhD scholars to submit on-going research and developments in these areas.

LBMC publishes original papers, review papers, conceptual framework, analytical and simulation models, case studies, empirical
research, technical notes, and book reviews. Special Issues devoted to important topics in Business Management and Commerce will
occasionally be published.

The journal is published both in print and online versions.

The journal publishes research papers in the fields of business , management, human resource management, strategic management,
e-business, services, information technology production & operations management, financial management and managerial economics,
soclal sclence, education, economics, banking, accounting, commerce, human resources management, international business, hotel
and tourism, entrepreneurship development, international relations, management, marketing, finance, law, development studies,
population studies, political science, philosophy, sociology, women studies, religious studies, social welfare, anthropology, history,
jeurnalism and mass communication, corporate governance, cross-cultural studies, public administration, psychology, linguistics and so
on.

CURRENT ARCHIVE FAQS

s Reviewer

Site Map
* Aims and Scope
Call for Paper
Submission Guidelines
Author Guidelines
Subscription
Admin

Publication Fee

© L =
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Example of a junk journal: Sustainability

e @ [*3 <+ Sustainability | An Open Acces: X - W
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Search; Sustainabi... ¥ All Article ... v

Journals / Sustainability

?{P sustainability E-Mail Alert
Influence of COVID-19 on Environmental
Awareness, Sustainable Consumption, and Add your e-mail address
Sustainability sSocial Responsibility in Latin American to receive forthcoming
Countries issues of this journal:
Review for
: [ Subscribe
’] [ f ] [ Share

Sustainability
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Good Journals
Junk Journals Fake Journals

Aspirant Journals
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What can be learned? What to do?

\ Category “predatory journal™ Is Important to raise awareness

\ BUT: Journals evade definition and find grey areas

\ We need to pay attention to these “junk journals”

\ We need ongoing sensemaking in departments and associations

\ Key question: Does a journal sacrifice scientific integrity for profit?
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\ Maximilian Heimstadt

\ Mail: max.heimstaedt@weizenbaum-institute.de
\ Web: www.heimstaedt.org

\ Twitter: @heimstaedt

\ Mastodon: @heimstaedt@chaos.social
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